


Venezuela:

A LONGIROSTRINE CAIMAN CROCODILUS FROM CENTRAL VENEZUELA. While undertaking field work in
Venezuela during 1993 Stefan Gorzula photographed the skull of a caiman showing exaggerated extension of the rostrum
(see photos). The specimen was photographed at San Carlos de Rio Negro, Amazonas Province, and came from the alto
Pasimoni River. The elongated rostrum of this specimen is intermediate in shape between specimens from Rio Apaporis,
Colombia, and the Llanos of Venezuela. The presence of a long snouted caiman in this locality supports the suggestion of
Jose Ayarzaguena 1984 (Mem. Soc. Cienc. Nat. La Salle 44 (122):123-140) that Caiman crocodilus apaporiensis is only
the extreme end of a cline in buccal morphology that extends NW-SE across Venezuela. -- Stefan Gorzula, 614 West
Main Street, Newburn, TN 38059, USA.

Photo: Longirostrine Caiman crocodilus, cranial length 29.2 cm. S. Gorzula photo.

COMMERCIAL HARVEST OF CAIMANS IN VENEZUELA 1993 AND 1994 SEASONS. During the harvest
seasons of 1993 and 1994 PROFAUNA (The Servicio Autonomo de Fauna of the Ministry of the Environment and
Renewable Natural Resources), issued permits for taking 23,739 and 26,010 specimens respectively of baba (Caiman
crocodilus). The number of applications and licenses issued for hunting were 253 and 189 in 1993 and 347 and 295 in
1994. These resulted in totals of 23,147 individuals in 1993 and 25,621 individuals in 1994 being recorded at the
warehouse centers.

Photo: Crocodylus acutus, 2 years old raised at the PROFAUNA station, Maracay, Venezuela. A. Velasco photo.

The method employed to assign the quotas in recent seasons was based on the results of the studies titled "SITUACION
ACTUAL DE LAS POBLACIONES VENEZOLANAS DE BABA (CAIMAN CROCODILUS) SOMETIDAS A
APROVECHAMIENTO" conducted by PROFAUNA during 1991 and 1992, known as the Proyecto MARNR-CITES,
which indicated the population status found in each of the ecological regions into which the western Llanos of the
country is divided.

The procedure used in recent years is as follows:

1) The ecological region where each of the licence applicants was located was identified using the map or maps sent by
the applicant, which indicated the boundaries of the property and a map indicating where the different ecological regions
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JLIA GROUP VISITS USA. A delegation from the Japan Leather and Leather Goods Industries Association visited
Florida and Louisiana in mid July to examine sustainable use programs and farm operations. The group, led by Mr. Akira
Saikyo and co-leader Mr. Ryoichi Yoshikawa, included Mr. N. Ishii, Mr. T. Kataoka, Mr. K. Kekka, Mr. T. Tanabe, Mr.
M. Shindo, Dr. T. Tsubouchi of Japan Wildlife Research Center and Mr. M. Kobayashi of Ministry of International Trade
and Industry. The group was introduced to alligator farmers, state wildlife management personnel, tanners and biologists
and inspected a number farms and facilities. The Group also undertook field inspections of alligator habitat and egg
collection in Florida and Louisiana and was treated to some outstanding social hospitality by their hosts throughout the
region. The group expressed thanks to all the people who assisted them and particularly to Mr. Don Ashley and his
family, and the CSG for facilitating their visit.

TOILET TRAINED GATOR. For 42 years Pearl and Mel Pederson of McHendry County, Illinois, kept an alligator
named Alice as a family pet. However, in January paramedics discovered Alice when they responded to an emergency
call after 75 year old Pearl had a stroke. Over family protests the animal was removed by police but the elderly couple are
now happy that Alice, who is likely to outlive them, will be given a home in a Texas zoo. The alligator used to sit on her
tail and beg for food at mealtimes, took baths with the four Pederson children, and sometimes snuggled into bed with
Pearl. An animal expert said the most unusual thing about Alice is that she was toilet trained. -- From TORONTO
GLOBE & MAIL, 16 March 1994, reprinted from GAINESVILLE HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER, Vol.
X, No. 8, April 1994.

AMERICAN ALLIGATOR CYCLE OF PROTECTION. A.A.C.O.P. was developed by the Florida Alligator
Trappers Association and has been operating independently since June 1993. The goals of the program are to educate the
public of the importance of protecting all American Alligator habitat, which in turn protects the alligators and wildlife
within it. To make the public aware of programs and alligator products available to the public to support the continuance
of the management programs and protection of habitats, and through the "Cycle of Protection" Program, to have
resources easily available to consumers on every aspect of the American Alligator industry.

The program is headed by Mike Fagan and administrator Lynanne Lawhead and expresses its philosophy in the logo
indicating the linkage between habitat, alligator programs, products and consumers. The logo shows an alligator walking
in its natural habitat with encroachment from agriculture and urbanization. Major programs which the group is
developing are an Educational Program on alligator management, a Curriculum Program on Sustainable Resource Use for
primary school students, an Ecological Program for conservationists, Resource information for the public and industry,
Public safety information and demonstrations and collecting historical information on the alligator industry. A
questionnaire on educational needs for alligator programs was distributed in the spring to solicit inputs from a wide
variety of people on the program. A.A.C.O.P. acquired the newsletter GATORTALES from the Alligator Trappers
Association in May 1994 and is currently working to expand membership and spread information about the pr ogram. For
additional information and to join, contact: -- Lynanne Lawhead, 4.4.C.O.P., P.O. Box 1637, Dade City, FI 33526-1637,
USA.
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REQUESTS

MELANOSUCHUS SEX. Dale Bakken writes that it has come to his attention that all Black
Caiman currently held in North American Zoos are supposedly females. He has also heard that
they are practically impossible to sex before they reach maturity as no ossification of the penis
takes place until the animals reach approximately 7 feet total length. Dale would be interested to
receive comments and additional information on this phenomenon [So would we, please copy
comments to the Newsletter -- Eds.] -- Dale Bakken, P.O. Box 264, Strasbourg, Saskatchewan,
S0G 410, Canada.

EXCHANGE RESEARCH SPECIMENS OF SIAMESE CROCODILE. Samutprakan
Crocodile Farm and Zoo is breeding large numbers of C. siamensis and some other species,
including recently, C. novaeguineae. To assist further research Dr. Panya Youngprapakorn would
like to exchange specimens of siamensis for specimens of other species. Live specimens, breeding
stock, skulls and skeletons of all species are needed for study and research. For information please
contact -- Dr. P. Youngprapakorn, Director of Crocodile Breeding and Wildlife Research Center,
Samutprakan Crocodile Farm and Zoo, 555 Taiban Road, Samutprakan, 10280, Thailand.

GIANT (EXTINCT) DWARF CROCODILE. Chris Brochu has begun a phylogenetic survey of
crocodilians and their closest extinct relatives. His broad scale results are too preliminary to report
but some interesting details have surfaced including the presence of a giant dwarf crocodile in the
fossil record. *Crocodylus' robustus and C. madagascariensis, both fossils from the Quartenary of
the Malagasy Republic, are generally synonymised with C. niloticus in the literature. He agrees
that C. madagascariensis is synonymous with C. niloticus, but "C. ' robustus actually shares
several derived character states with Osteolaemus tetraspis. The largest specimens he has seen
suggest four or five meter individuals - not "giant" in the literal sense (several extinct forms
reached lengths of approximately 15 m) but considerably larger than mature O. tetraspis.
Unfortunately, he has been unable to locate the holotype - even the original descriptio n did not
specify one. If anyone knows of its whereabouts please contact -- Christopher Brochu, Dept.
Geological Sciences, University of Texas at Austin, Austin TX 78712, USA (E-mail: gator@mail.
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utexas.edu).

NEWSLETTER ENTERS CYBERSPACE. We are pleased to publish for the first time as part
of an address, an E-mail address. While we appreciate that many readers are still restricted to
"Snail mail", (and one of the editors actually prefers short faxes to long E-mails), we will be
pleased in future to include E-mail addresses of contributors. We are also investigating the
possibility of making the CSG NEWSLETTER available through the INTERNET and making
ACTION PLAN information available through an IUCN or SSC network. Watch the
NEWSLETTER (and your E-mail) for details. All readers should be reassured that conventional
means of communication will continue to be fully acceptable for all purposes. We can reached at:
kaiman@flmnh.ufl.edu or Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville, FL 32611, USA. Fax:
(1) 904 392 9367.

[Since reporting this in the printed edition, we finally got the WWW Edition on line.--Eds. ]

PERSONALS

Dr. Stefan Gorzula, 614 West Main Street, Newbern, Tennessee 38059, USA, tel: (1) 904 627
2337, announces his new address effective October 1994.

Dr. Miguel A. Rodriguez Melo, Director Recursos Naturales, Pizano S.A., Carrera 9A, No. 99-02
Piso 10, Santa Fe de Bogota, D.C., Colombia, tel: (571) 616 1088, fax (571) 618 3095, announces
his new position and address.

Ted Joanen, Route 2, Box 339-G, Lake Charles, LA 70605, USA, tel: 318 598 3236, fax: 318 598
4498, has officially retired from the Louisiana Department of Fisheries and Wildlife to pursue his
interests in training retrievers and quarter horses. Ted has once again taken on the responsibility of
Vice Chairman for North America and is conducting CSG business from his address above.
However, about 50% of the time he seems to be away from home-- at the Rockerfeller Refuge!
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NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS

DID YOU FORGET? A subscription form was sent out with the last hardcopy edition
NEWSLETTER and at press time responses have been received from 147 subscribers. The
donation is voluntary, but communicating with the NEWSLETTER is not. If we do not hear from
you one way or another we will assume that you are no longer interested and we will send your
hardcopy NEWSLETTER to someone else. Send in your subscription form, news items, personal
notes and photo's right now.

EDITORIAL POLICY

The Newsletter must contain interesting and timely information. All news on crocodilian
conservation, research, management, captive propagation, trade, laws and regulations is welcome.
Photographs and other graphic materials are particularly welcome. Information is usually
published, as submitted, over the author's name and mailing address. The editors also extract
material from correspondence or other sources and these items are attributed to the source. The
information in the Newsletter should be accurate, but time constraints prevent independent
verification of every item. If inaccuracies do appear, please call them to the attention of the editors
so that corrections can be published in later issues. The opinions expressed herein are those of the
individuals identified and, unless specifically indicated as such, are not the opinions of the CSG,
the SSC, or the IUCN-World Conservation Union.
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